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of the Devil. So that the Works of the Devil are 
all manner of Sin and Wickedneſs ; and conſe: 


mean the deſtroying out of Mankind all Sin and 
Wickedneſs, and in the place thereof planting in 
them all manner of Virtue and Holineſs. And this 
we 4 ile here affirmsto be the great hs of Chriſt. 5 
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People) hath ſent * ta bleſt you in turning away e- 
very one of you from his Tanne. Laſtly, It is the 
ſame account that Zacharias gives us of the deſign 
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t were ta be wiſhed, that this was mot conſi- 
dered and ay'd to heart by all; of us that profeſs 
to be Chriſts Diſciples. * H it was, it would be im- 
pdſiible for many of us to lead ſueh lives as we do, 
without the utmeſt confuſton, and the cùntinual 
feproaches df bur own Conſeiences. But vhilſt o- 
ther ſonts of accounts . been taken up con- 

cerning 


from kb uni their. Sins, than 
fo nn 


not ſd much. to make them realy\ 
own Mee Fee — R 
to them; and to ful 


rather dan to Wr them to a more : tri Obedi- 


e 
: * us; and obla 


cal late FO 
c 1 e 


ppointed by God for the reforming the Manners | 


of H Mankind ; but only as a Syſteme of Propoſiti- 


to be practiſed b 


5 — the Religion of our Lord 
Je Chriſt; it is no wonder that it hath nogreat- 

er eſſect upon Mens lives, than we e! it has at this 
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you of the great End and Deſign. of this bis 


naileſtation, as it is here declared to us by his Apo- 
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it 405 certain that the plantinig*of "this in us, and 
Foying out of us ll Sin ane eee which. 
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the Bondage of their Sins, and to reſtore their Na- 
tures to a State of Virtue and - Holineſs, was a de- 


ſign moſt worthy of the Son of God to propoſe to 
himſelf in his Undertakings for Mankind. Now 


the truth of this will appear, if we either conſider 


how. neceflary, how - Mntial, an Ingredient Heli- 
neſs is into the Happinels of Mankind; or on the 
other ſide, how impoſſibie it is in the nature of 


the thing, for any Man to be happy that is under 


the Power ad Dominion of Sin*:-For from hence 


it 


- 
„ 
1 


. r 
Not be ewdent;, {that} if aur Sawiours' Rrrainud 
Alto: the Work was to tervt the intereſta of Mar- 
-kind; he enuld propoſe no deſign to chimſelſ t more 
gloriousp more wbỹU“i y of the Son of God, tham this 
that we are ſpeaking of. GH ofls ar ang 
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And „n let us ſee how muchnaicholyi: Divine 
frame of ſoul, contributes to our Happineſs. 
pray What deb the chief Happineſs gfahbybAting 
Nature advanced to the greateſt / Forfection iti is ga- | 
Pabel oc and Sera inbeing ꝓnt into alle pale — © 
Nom of te grrateſt gopd it can emo. Let hn’ | 
apply this td Mankind; And Fr, I ask What is | 
-the:higheſt Excellence and Perfection that Human 
"Nature's: capable of ? I it not to be made as like 
-vntg'Godrasis poſſſhie ? There is no deubt/ of, it. 
he meaſure of: all created; Excxllenay and Herſecti- 
en, can be nothing elſe but the Dieine Naturt, 
which is Perfection it ſelf; and therefore the near- 
eſt approach that any; Nature: can make to chat, is 
a ſtate of the utmoſt per fectiune that that Nature 
' can arriee to; But now / therę is nothing in the World 
by which-uie can approach neatet unto God, n- 
ting than can give us a greater feſemblance of his 
Nature, than thaſe Moral Accompliſhments of the 
Mind we - ave ſpeaking of, that is to ſay, univerſal : 
_ - Purity and Righteouſneſs and Goodnegs. Fon a8 n 
the: one ha | tlieſe ate the things that conſtitute 
the very Being aß the Divine Lite, and are (i ne 
may ſo ſpeak) the top, the flower of all the Per- 
ſections that are in Gods Nature: So on the other | 
- hand: theſe are the only qualities in: which it is poſ· 
- ole for Mankind to. imitate him: Our. Naturf. 
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is Holy, Merciful as God is Merciſul, and 
Is the inward Goodnefs:'and Rectitude of 
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be not put into the poſſeſſion of the 


greateſt Good 
he is capable of ? It certainly muſt be gra 


nted. But 


now I ſay, it is true Holineſs and GSodneſb only 


that can put Mankind into 2 Capacity of enjoying 
God ; nay, not only ſo, but doth put thoſe that ate 


endowed with it into an actual Enjoyment of him. 
[ln ſome degree in this Life, but in Fulneſs and Per- 


fection hereafter.) For pray, wherein conſiſts. the 
Enjoyment of God o Doth it not conſiſt in loving 
him with all our Heart, and Soul, and Strength, 


and rejoycing in the ſenſe of his Love to us; in be- 
ing inwardly and powerfully affected with his Pre- 


ſence, with his Goodneſs, wich all his Excellencies; 
and in a word, in having one Mind and one Will 
with him? 50 what is all this, but either the very 
Eſſence, or the r and natural Exerciſe oſ that 
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11 is that which puts Mankind into an utter le | 

1 -of N he pying the Supreme Good,” whicti | 

off ley vil can do. For it is not mofe impölft- 

ble \(as'the / Apdftle 'repreſſeth it) for Ligbr v have” 

communion with Darkweſs, than tor 00 7 bare elo 
lowſhip with Belial. For tho we ſhould fuppoſe n 
wicked Perſon, a 'Whoremonger for Inſtance,” a 
Worldling, a malicious, profane, or irreligious Per- 
1 to have all his Sins to ven him ; and not on- 
d, bur to be edmpaſſe t and (as I ihayfay) 


S050 over wich all e Glories, in which 
we do believe good Men ſhall ſhine in che Life to 
come; nay, and farther, to have an excellent Un- 
derſtanding given to him, ſo as that he was able 


to reach the height of Seraphims in his ſublime 
Contemplations : Let ſo long as that wicked Na- 
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Saviour : One that freed us indeed Fr 
ward Evil, but left us irremediably — 6 to pak 
inward ones as. great, or greater, than the 5 75 
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Secondly, It is eaſie to ſee likewiſe How abfürt! 4 
Notion theſe Men have e a0 Polk For, whilſt 
they make a Miao N ower, and Dominion 


of 5 N 7.7 happineſs! f*the other World, 
which chiefly 00ſt n in the frönen of Gods Ex- 


cellencies and Perfections, they do in effect affirm, 
that a Man may be made happy by that, of which 
he hath no ſenſe, no perception zt all; or rather, 
to ſpeak proper] y. ck that to wh ich- he hath the 

"greateſt 
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greateſt Averſion, and.Antipathy. But in true d 
ing. fg, Heavenes Man, (I am ſore that Heaven 
that is promiſed in 'the Scripture) would be ſo far 
from being a place of Happiness that, ons A = 
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Nor will it here help the matter, to 45 7 bs | 
Ri ighteouſneſs of Chriſt - is. imputed to all Belie- 


vers; and that vinuegherea, they are to all in- 
tents and purpoſes made rightegus, even as much, 
as if they were ri win wei on Perles: 3 


fag; this will not help the matter, For ſo, Jong 
25 Jin and Wickedueſs are not mere e * — 
real things, and have their immutable. Pro 

let Chriſt's Righteouſneſs be never ſo muc 

ted to us, vet ſo long 38 they n ip 5 

will be Evils, they will make us miſera 75 
will put an eternal Bar to our enjoyment o 
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for the making it good, there needs no NG, 
be done, than only to deſire any Man W caſt his 


Fyes, either on the Precepry which dur Lond deli- 


vered ; or on the Doctrines he taught; or on the 


Liſe he lead; or on the Death he | ſuffered i; or laſt- 


Iy, on wiat he bach been dolng for Men arche vight 
hand of God ever ſince : Al whichtaken'together, do 
make up the entire Hiſtory of our Saviedt, und 
the os "ye nr the ne eh IF nowit 4 
appear, tliat Na tendency of every one of 
theſe was to make Men good; and that that was 
the end they all aimed ar; then i hope our Propo- 
fition is ſufficiently proved. ; 


170 go ober a ce eee . this me; 


would prove too great an "exerciſe of your Pati- 
ence, which I would not willingly injate ; and there- 
fote 1 ſhall confine my ſelf to the #ree firſt of then, 
ec thoſe too [ hall treat of very deiefly t ge- 
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our Saviour Precepts, and the Laws that he 


us, is evident beyond contradiction. There i is 2 | 
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ſome moral Virtue, or a prohibition of ſome Vice, 


of 


or a recommendation of the means by which ſome 


Virtue is to whe acquired, or ſome Sia to- be mor. 


What 


* 


9 — Yo * * 


chem. All the Gentile World cannot ſhew-Us, out - 
of all their great Maſters of 


R 
' 4 x 4 N 


r 


ob -Whitt: 3 klbesties the ee ee 


indulged -unto Men, it is certain it none ab 
their Vices. Never was Virtue taught in ſuch 
Perfection,” or exacted with ſuch Sev as we- 
there find t. Nover did any Man ſet duties 
of Human Life in all its — towards God, 
towards aur Neighbours, and towards our-fefves, 
at ſo high a 28 dur Saviour hath there ſet 


„their moſt = 
refined Philoſophers, ſuch a Collection of ſublime and + 


accurate Precepts of I. as are delivered in one 
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- . on likewiſe, that there is in the Goſpel all the al- 
lowance made for the natural unavoidable frailties and 
weakneſſes of Mankind, that can be deſired. But then 
it ſuppoſes, the Perſens to whom this allowance is 
made, to be ſincerely (tho not perfectly) pure and 
upright both in their Minds and Lives; that they 
harbour no Iniquity in their Hearts, nor practiſe 
any knoun Sin in their Converſation; nay, and 
that they do their beſt endeavours likewiſe to over- 
come their very iafirmities. 1 oo 


In a word, it is the fundamental Law of the Goſ- 
pel, that without Holineſs no Max ſhall: ſee God; and 
all the particular Precepts we there meet with, do 
exactly anſwer this general one, and are a purſu- 


6 -ance of it. : 
(Ft Nor, in the ſecond place, is this deſign. of making 
J. - Men virtuous more conſpicuous in our Saviour s pre- 
CcCiepts, than in the Doctrines he delivered: to Man- 
1 kind. Thoſe truths (I mean) which he revealed 
TA! from God to be believed by all thoſe that ſhould 
1 Embrace his Religion. There was none of them 
(th calculated for the gratification of Men's idle Curio- 
1 ities , the buſying and amuſing them with airy 


and uſeleſs Speculations. Much leſs were they in- 
| tended for an exerciſe of our Credulity, or a tryal 
Ih _ - -how far we could bring our Reaſons to ſubmit to 
0 our Faith. Butfas on one hand, they were plain and 
| | - ſimple, and ſuch as by their agreeableneſs to the 
rational faculties of Mankind, did highly recom- 
mend themſelves to our belief; ſo, on the other 
hand, they had an immediate relation to practice: 
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liar Articles of the Chriſtian Faith'; 28 namely, the 
infinite Iove of God to Mankind expreſſed in ſend- 
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ſome (it is to be feared) inſtead of clearing, have 
rather obſcured and perplexed that ſacred Myſtery: 
But we are to. conſider. this Myſtery, as the Holy 
Scripture  propoſerh it; namely, every Perſon 2d 
converſant about, and co-operating in the work of 
our Redemption. God the Father, as having an in- 
finite compaſſion and kindneſs for loſt Mankind, 
and thereupon ſending his Son to reſtore them: 
God the Sox as taking Home, Jamie upon him, 
that by his Life he might both inſtruct us in God's 
Will, and be to us an example of , Fenid 
his Death, he might make a, Propitiation for our 
Sins: And laſtly, God the Holy Ghoſt, as fent into 


the Hearts. of all. Believers. to be a new Principle in 
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them of a Divine Life; to aſſiſt all, U N reg 
Perfons with his Grace to the end of the World, 
in the ſubduing their Corruptions, and in tlie per- 
formance of all that Obedience which Chriſt had 
required of them. And certainly the Doctrine of 
the Trinity thus. believed, thus conſidered, is a foun« 
dation of Piety with, a; witneſs: A Doctrige that 
carries in it the ſtrongeſt, Arguments chat can po? 
ſibly be made uſe of to a reafonable Nature, to obs 


lige us to give up our ſelves entirely to the Service 


oi God. | 


But in the third place pals we from the Dorines 
our Saviour taught, to the Liſe he livd in the 
World; which will afford us another undeniable 
proof of the point we are upon. For whoever con- 


| fiders. the particulars of that Life as it. is recorded 


in the Goſpels, cannot but be convinced, that it was 
wholly framed. to the purpoſes of teaching univer- 


fal virtue to Mankind, by giving us a — 5 
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was full of Innocence and Simplicity, free from all 

manner of Guile, and from the leaſt ſuſpition of 

bas bw or — 4 that looked like it. There was 
or in his Converſation, that 


Fare. of Sourneis, or Churliſhneſs ; of Vain - glo- 


of the love of . 


ry, or Ambition, or Self- -ſeeking ; 


_ - Pleaſure, or of the love of the World. On the 
contrary, he was the peverſe, of all theſe; being the 


modeſteſt, the humbleſt, the beſt-natured, the moſt 
ſelf-denying, and diſintereſted Man. that, ever 755 | 


pear d in the World. He n * 
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his Actions; but the pure glory of 

good of Mankind. He was dead to che W, World while 

| he livd in it; very well pleaſtd and contented with 

his low. Condition; extremely devout towards God, 

and converſing much with him by Prayer and Me- 
pretence of nep- 
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. Rug » t Men is caſt; and therein continually. con- 
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kow'exquiſirely the Cireumſlanees of Ar Serbe 
Life were contrived, for the rendring him every wππν 


a compleat and proper example of Virtue to the 
Sons of Men. And there are r 7 85050 
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"Paſt, His chuſing the Life of ” . 
Perſon. Had he appeared in the Quality; 55 with 
the Equipage of 4 Nie, or ſome ſuch 3 
Perforige . (as indeed the Jews ex ſuch a 
for their Meſat) and framed his Manners and Enn. 
verſation according to that Character: The Vir- 
tues and Gtaces he muſt then have chiefly eterci- 
ſed, would not have been imitable by much the 
greater part of Mankind; as Who, being placed in 
4 quite different Sphere, muſt alſo have different 
Patterns and Precedents to frame their Lives by; 
and cotiſequentlys tlie benefir of his Example would 
have redounded” demparatively but to a few. Be- 
r ſtate of Life would not have led him 
ortunities of e egemplitying ing ſeveral Virtues , 
wich che generality Mankind have the moſt 
Kar ocecaſions for; and for che obtaining of 
which, by reuſdn of their extreme difficulty, they 
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moſt 80 in need- of the guidance and encourage - 


ment of an example. Such for inſtance are, con- 


tentedneſs in a mean fortune, a continual 


dence on God's Providence; patient ſuffering of inju- 
ries and Perſecutions, with ſeveral of the like Na- 
appearing! as he did 

i” lowly and common Circumſtances, in that Rank 
0 Quality into which the Lot of the greateſt 


with all thoſe Diſſcultes and Tempeations 


59 
| the mo u werl menge, 4 
as the neceſſities of me 


W : 
be given Fenn Os 8 
1 * i 
3 
t * > * * y 
i 4 * £ 


OUT 8 + 


bi 


po — aan N Virtues. 
They were indeed perfect in = Toner Degree, 
but yet the. Jaſtances of them were 27 1 5 | 


and ve familiar; e Ta, 8 


42 an r Of ©, | 

Men. There was. got 88 8b F 
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e them. May ren, S the Story, of 
| ol ſever bg his Followers and 
De fter ali Whole Liyes as they are 
related to us, are rather fit to fright a amaze us, 
to enſaare and to create ſcruples in pe? to 
conduct us in the. ways 18 even and regular 
Piety. But our Saviour's Life was nothing ſo... V 
do not find him forward in thoſe prodigions VS. 
tiſications, thoſe. long and us abſtractions of 
Spirit, thoſe ſtrange Inſtances of uncommanded Cha- 
rity,. with which the Legends of the Saints are ſtuf- 
fed. But in all the Actions in which he did pro- 
poſe himſelf imitable by us, he did ſo conyerſe 

with Men, that Men might with eaſe. and pleaſure, 
Na. without the leaſt prejudice to their ſecular Af- 5 
fairs, converſe in the World after his Example. 2 
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_ ny, let me add this farther ; 
and inimitable Actions were alſo 1 as much as 

| was poſſible for the carrying on this Deſign. For they 
| Io all of fuch 4 Quality, that th 25 d not on- 
ly evidence the Divine Authority of his Religion 

to Mens underſtandings, which was one great end 

ol them; but did alſo powerfully recommend Good- 

neſs and Charity to their Practices. We might in 

| them, at the fame time diſcover both the truth of 
Chris janity, and the Spirit and Temper of it. For 
| it is obſeryable of all the great and wonderful 
Works that our Saviour wrought, that they were 

not mere Signs. and Prodigies, ſuch as the carnal 

Jews hankered after; but Actions of Beneffcence 
| to Mankind; Tllufttious Expreſſions of the moſt large 
and diffufive Charity. He never exerted” that Bi- 
vine Power that was in him, but to the ends of be- 
nefiting ſome Perſon or other. His conſtant courſe 
of N 0 but a confinual going a about doing 
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'And herein 3 7 appears e ſerine b. be- 

_ "tween our Saviour's Miracles, and thoſe of Moſes 
and Elias; the one the Author, the other the great 
roſtorer of the Jewiſn Law. Theirs were for the 

moſt part vindicative and deſtructive; driadful 
plagues and judgments upon Gain- ayers, : + Waters 
trom the deep to drown them, and Fire from Hea- 
ven to conſume them; and this ſuitably enough to 
the Nature and Genius of that Diſpenſatton, to which 
| they 
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they” Ui hereby : gain Authority. kat our Savi- 
our, ho came to infuſe another kind of Spirit in 
to Mankind; choſe to confirm his Religion by Mi- 
racles of Mercy ;' by healing the Sick, feeding the 


H the eyes of the Blind, caſting out 
— . ' dead: er to! Life ain 3 
Plainly hereby. 4. 12a us to underſtand, that the 


great buſineſs of his Religion, was to make Men 

kind and good. natur d; and to produce in them all 

the fruits ot an uſeful and 2 — Converſation, 

and tlüs in a degree far higher, than eicher the 

Law of Meſer, or any otlier W in en W vals | 

did oblige Nen to.: PI 780 | 
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ry, which I mentioned , as further proofs of the 
point we are upot; 1 ſhall not now: meddle with 
them; having®( I fear) been too 8 
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And firſt, If this e we have given of the ä 
Ends of.Chiiſt's Manifeſtation in the kenn ben true 
one; then we may learn, what Judgment We are 
to malte of all ſuch Dockrines and Opinions, a8, do 
either directly teach; Vice- anch Profaneneis and care- 

leſs Living, or » by: neceſſary Conſequence open a 
door to it: Of 'all ſuch —— a Man 
to believe, either that holineſs of Life ig not neceſſa- 
ry te Salvation; or at leaſt not ſo! neceſſarx, but 


that there may be ways found out. to 0. poly the. 
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want of it: Of all ſuchi Doctrines as do check and 
diſcourage Men's endeavours aſter univerſal / Virtue, 

either by repreſenting it unto them, as a thi 
unattainable in this Life; or by filling their minds 
with hard; and unworthy, and penurious thoughts 
of God and his Goodneſs : Of all ſuch Doctrines 
as tend to extinguiſh the inward Life and Spirit of 
Religion, by turning it into Cuſtomarineſs, or For- 
mality, or Superſtirion : In a word, of all thoſe 
Doctrines that do any way hinder or obſtruct good 
Life. For it is certain we may aſſirm of all ſuch, 
that they are not of God; that Chriſt never taught 
them; that the Holy Scripture in the true ſenſe of 
it, cannot poſſibly own them, as being directly con- 
tradictory to the great deſign and intendment of 
it, which, as we have ſeen; is to plant in Mea all 
manner of Virtue and Holy Converſation, . 
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This is an excellent Rule to examine the truth of 
Religious Opinions by; and may be of great uſe 
for the guiding our Judgments as to many Points, 
which are with great cagerneſs diſputed among 
Chriſtians at this day. And I mention it, not with- 
out a particular reflection upon many of the Do- 
ctrines taught in the Church of Rome; and upon 
ſome, likewiſe, that are too much propagated a- 
mong our ſelves, (though, God be thanked, never 
owned by our Church:) Both of which farts; if they 
be brought to this Teſt, will appear manifeſtly falſe 
and unchriſtian: As being either apparently contri- 
trived to ſerve a ſecular Turn; or it not that, yet 
all of them, directly, or by neceſlary conſequence, 
incouraging Men in a careleſs or a vitious Life. 


But 


9511 
( dowd) wo to on dim oct 510 2b 
"But \Sevondly; ſneWrho\Fnlb und Defigh ef four 
Lords evming ine the Wortd; ir Mel as hutk been 
e he 4. Vtech, ae fm . 
am ; one 
| ij the moſt natural {ofcrente that can be 
127 ion ii 26d — 


230} Som seid oom r vom HDi! 
All ef de bers. preſent de ei 26+ Ne Tit 
and, tay, und 1 Peleve, would "take ir il of any 


Fee — vile bf us Fer God's fille 
! mike » appedr are O. 
1 abe of our Chriftiantty. NT fri 


rk 1 55 one 


th ns th 
to 4 
id FEED G 
W EORET 


d Sch, Mats cr 
g rt, bear Witneſs or uf gg t hafter, 
and I what Religion we do belong, | 


There is no other way but this to Evidence, that 
we are indeed what we pretend to be. It is not: 
ſufficient to- — us to the _ of eg 
that we were bapti at we profeſs his 
Faith, that we oh 5m wm Salvation, that we 
are Members of an Orthodox Church: No, what 
St. Paul ſaid of Circumcifion, the ſame- may be ſaid: 
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* Chriſtiagity-is no better than Hoatheniſm. Nay, 
further, 1 will be bold to ſayt there ta Zur or;a 


Innocent, more Chaſte, more Humble, more 
more Charitable than we, he is 3 
poſes a better Chriſtian. Foraſmuch as he lives — 
up to the Ends. of Chriſt's Religion. And a thou- 
land times rather would I chuſa to appear at the. 

day before the great Tribunal of God in 
ach a [poor Infidel, than in the. 
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